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 3rd meeting of the PEIFHN 

       January 15, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. 
        Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 

 

Minutes 
 

Government Members : 
 Diane Arsenault (Co-chair), Acadian and Francophone Affairs Secretariat  
 Béatrice Caillié, Acadian and Francophone Community Advisory Committee 
 Cheryl Banks, Acute care hospitals 
 Gayle Lamont, Home care and long term care  
 Matt Bourque, Child and youth services 
 Tracy Chiasson-Lawlor, Social programs and seniors 
 John Serkiz, Community hospitals and primary health care 
 
Community Members: 
 Johanne Irwin (Co-chair), health professionals’ representative 
 Colette Aucoin, Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É.  
 Gabriel Arsenault, youth representative 
 Linda Richards (treasurer), parents and early childhood representative 
 Priscille Arsenault, community representative 
 Marie-Dionne Sullivan, women’s representative 
 Aubrey Cormier, Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin 
 
Regrets:  
 Una Hassenstein (secretary), Corporate development and innovation  
 Father Eddie Cormier, seniors’ representative 
 Josée Gallant-Gordon, health professionals’ representative 
  
Guest:  
 Bernard Labelle, simultaneous interpretation services 
  
Employees: 

 Élise Arsenault, Director of the PEIFHN and French Services Analyst, Health PEI and 
Department of Community Services and Seniors  

 Patricia Richard, Assistant Director of the PEIFHN 
 
 

1. Meal 
 

2. Welcome 
Johanne Irwin, Co-chair, welcomed the members as well as the new Health Network community 
member, Aubrey Cormier of the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin. All members introduced 
themselves.  
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3. Adoption of the agenda 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MARIE DIONNE-SULLIVAN AND SECONDED BY LINDA RICHARDS 
THAT THE AGENDA BE ADOPTED AS PRESENTED. 

– MOTION CARRIED 
 
4. Adoption of the minutes 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MARIE DIONNE-SULLIVAN AND SECONDED BY GABRIEL ARSENAULT 
THAT THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2013 BE ADOPTED AS PRESENTED.  

– MOTION CARRIED                                                                                                                                           
 
5. Business arising from the minutes – See attached document: January 15, 2014 – Business 

arising from the minutes of September 18, 2013 
 
AGM of the SSF 
The Health Network’s delegate on the SSF Board of Directors indicated that the PEI long term 
care initiative lead by Gayle Lamont’s team was recognized at the AGM. It is an example to follow 
for other provinces.  
 

6. Adoption of electronic vote – See Schedule A 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY AUBREY CORMIER AND SECONDED BY MARIE DIONNE-SULLIVAN 
THAT THE RESULT OF THE ELECTRONIC VOTE OF NOVEMBER 26, 2013 REGARDING A 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR HEALTH PROMOTION PROJECTS BE APPROVED AND 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES. 

  – MOTION CARRIED                                                                                                                                           
 

7. Updates 
 
Health promotion projects 
A health promotion project call for proposals was launched on December 6, 2013. Nine project 
proposals were received. A points system was established according to the objective and criteria 
developed during the last meeting.  The health promotion committee met on January 6 to 
evaluate the projects and the following were selected:  
 

1) Personal and social resource camps submitted by the Centre Goéland and Village des 
Sources l’Étoile filante - Amount of contribution:  $2,000  

2) Sexual health for girls and young women submitted by Actions Femmes Î.-P.-É. - 
Amount of contribution:  $3,000  

3) Winter activity for special needs children submitted by the Autism Society of PEI - 
Amount of contribution:  $2,000  
 

The other projects submitted will be filed as potential projects with the Health Network and the 
developers will be informed should funds eventually become available.  
 
We thank the committee members for their efforts.  
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Directory of Bilingual Service Providers 
The consultant’s work with the professional bodies is complete. The Health Network has now 
signed collaboration agreements with three professional bodies:  
 

1) PEI College of Physiotherapists 
2) PEI Association of Naturopathic Doctors 
3) PEI Chiropractic Association 

 
Several other bodies wish to collaborate on this project, but a few details still need to be ironed 
out.  
 
A campaign to promote the on-line directory will soon be launched. A few promotional items 
were developed such as information cards and apparel with the word Bonjour to give to workers 
registered in the directory. Information cards have been sent to members who are encouraged to 
spread the message and distribute them within their networks.  
 
The Health Network representative on the PEI Health Sector Council will share information 
during their next meeting to be held on January 20, 2014.  
 
Another member suggested using the health establishments’ distribution lists to circulate the 
information. 
 
The Acadian and Francophone Affairs Secretariat representative suggested that bilingual 
employees be encouraged to get their French skills assessed by the PEI Public Service 
Commission.  

 
8.  New business 

 
Health Canada call for proposals 
Health Canada launched a call for proposals on December 9, 2013. The information was 
circulated on our social media sites and to community organizations, partners, prior project 
developers as well as executive directors of health departments. We are exploring how the 
Health Network and the SSF can support project developers. The call targets human resource 
projects, interpreters, the reorganizations of services and the search for students in the area of 
health for on the job training in a Francophone area. Developers are encouraged to send their 
submission to the SSF if they wish. If the project cannot be linked with a broader national project 
at the SSF first, developers are encouraged to submit their proposal directly to Health Canada. 
The Health Network intends to develop a proposal on human resources. Unsuccessful projects 
will be kept in a file of potential projects at the Health Network and developers will be informed 
should funds become available.  
 
A member mentioned that the call for proposals process was difficult to understand for 
organizations and that Health Canada’s call was not geared as much toward communities who 
want to establish initiatives or create health projects.  
 
A question was asked to the SSF regarding the fair distribution of funds throughout the country 
and the SSF questioned Health Canada. This aspect was not considered during this call for 
proposals. 
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Governance models 
The Commission sur la gouvernance de la communauté acadienne et francophone de l'Î.-P.-É. 
(Commission on the Governance of the Acadian and Francophone Community of PEI) was 
established to provide an impartial, indepth and extensive analysis of the challenges and 
opportunities of PEI Acadian and Francophone community governance and suggest solutions, if 
required. The Commission asked all organizations to discuss proposed governance models with 
the members of their board of directors. Because the Health Network board was not going to 
meet before January, it was decided that the Health Network Executive meet and invite the 
Commission de la gouvernance to this meeting to be able to better understand the proposed 
models as well as the potential impacts. On November 27, 2013, Donald DesRoches, member of 
the Commission, met with a few members of the Executive. 
 
See attached PowerPoint document: Gouvernance de la communauté acadienne francophone de 
l’Î.-P.-É. 
 
The Commission’s work has shifted since it received the input of several organizations regarding 
the three proposed models. On January 18, 2014, the developers’ network will meet to discuss a 
new model proposal. The director and community co-chair will attend the meeting.  
 
The members agree that the Health Network maintain its community and government status 
because it’s the only one that operates this way and the only one that works in health. The health 
sector was deemed a priority by the Acadian and Francophone community according to the GDP 
as well as in terms of the French Language Services Act. The Health Network will discuss the 
possibilities of its integration in the new model as soon as it is confirmed within the developers’ 
network. 

 
9.  Election – Executive members 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY AUBREY CORMIER AND SECONDED BY LINDA RICHARDS THAT 
GABRIEL ARSENAULT COMPLETE JEANNITA BERNARD’S TERM AS VICE-PRESIDENT ON 
THE EXECUTIVE.  

– MOTION CARRIED                                                                                                                                           
 
10. Finance 

 
Financial report 
The Director presented the financial report to January 9, 2014. 
 
2012-2013 financial audit 
A finance committee was struck at the last meeting of the Health Network to evaluate the 
recommendations of the accounting firm for the 2012-2013 financial audit. The committee will 
meet on February 26 to evaluate the issue and make a recommendation to the members. 

 
2011-2012 SSF inspection 
Every year, Health Canada requests that a few networks across the country be inspected. The 
Health Network has been chosen for 2011-2012. Documents were provided to the firm 
conducting the inspection. The work was completed and the report should be ready soon. The 
Director suggested that the Finance Committee examine the recommendations, if any. 

 
A member asked if Health Canada will continue to ask for inspections even if each Network must 
conduct an individual audit. The question will be asked to the SSF Finance Committee on which 
the community Co-chair sits.  
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11.  Correspondence 

The table listing each piece of correspondence received since the last meeting of September 18, 
2013 was sent to the members with the notice of meeting. The correspondence file was 
circulated to the members for review.  
 

12.  Other 
   No other business 
 
13. Next meeting  

Next meeting is planned for March 2014. The date will be confirmed with the members shortly.  
 
 

 
Signature:  
 
 
_______________________________________________    
Chairperson       
 
_______________________________________________    
Date        


