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French Language Health Services Network (FLHSN)
                                 May18, 2004 - 5:30 p.m. 

at the Carrefour de l’Isle-Saint-Jean, Charlottetown
      4th meeting

Minutes

Present: Sylvie Plourde Farrell, Co-chair Susan MacKenzie 
Orella Arsenault Johanne Irwin
Kirsten Connor Benoit Henry
Donald DesRoches Brenda Doyle
Gilbert Ladéroute Lizanne Thorne

Absent: Danielle Mill Vanessa Buote
Alcide Bernard Jeannita Bernard
Colette Aucoin Robert Arsenault

Others: Élise Arsenault, Resource person
Mélanie Morin, Translator, Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division
Karen Langevin, Coordinator, FLHSN
Béatrice Caillié, Planning and Research Officer, FLHSN 
Ghislaine Bernard, Meeting Secretary, FLHSN

1. Welcome

Co-chair, Sylvie Plourde Farrell, welcomed everyone and mentioned that Gilbert Ladéroute, Director of the
Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É., will fill in for Colette Aucoin tonight as representative of the education and
training institutions.

2 Introduction of New Network Members

The new Network members are:
• Brenda Doyle, West Prince Health Region
• Alcide Bernard, East Prince Health Region
• Vanessa Buote, community youth representative
• Lizanne Thorne, SSTA Board of Directors representative

The Co-chair explained that Alcide Bernard was absent because he had to attend the board meeting of the East
Prince Health Region. 

3. Adoption of the Agenda

It was moved by Orella Arsenault et seconded by Benoit Henry, 
THAT THE AGENDA BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED.

- Unanimously adopted.
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4. Adoption of the Minutes of the September 15, 2003 Meeting and Filing of Executive Committee
Minutes

It was moved by Johanne Irwin and seconded by Benoit Henry 
THAT THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 MEETING BE ACCEPTED AS
PRESENTED.

- Unanimously adopted.

The minutes adopted by the Executive Committee dated September 16, 2003, October 7, 2003, October 29, 2003
and April 15, 2004 are filed.

5. Follow-up to the Network Minutes

5.1 Proposal at the SSF (Société Santé en français) Annual General Meeting (Winnipeg,
September 2003)

The Chair reminded everyone that at the last Network meeting, it was suggested that we intervene during
the annual general meeting of the SSF. Benoit Henry explained that following many fruitless
interventions, the delegates decided that the proposal on the Health Training Consortium had little chance
of being accepted. However, the Network organized meetings and telephone conferences with the
Coordinator of the Consortium for Université Sainte-Anne, Betty Duguas.

The members discussed the fact that Prince Edward Island does not benefit from the Consortium funds
because it does not have a recognized French language post-secondary educational institution.

Given that in the area of human resources, training is one of the main levers for improving access
to French language health services;

Given that the Government of Canada has invested  63 million in French language training in the
area of health;

Given that PEI is already experiencing problems in recruiting bilingual professionals and that
staffing of bilingual positions must increase;

It is moved by Benoit Henry and seconded by Lizanne Thorne,

THAT THE NETWORK INFORM THE MINISTER OF HEALTH ON THE
SITUATION AND ON CONSORTIUM OBJECTIVES THAT DO NOT ADDRESS THE
LEGITIMATE NEEDS OF THE ISLAND.

- Unanimously adopted.

The correspondence that will be sent to the Department of Health will also be forwarded to the Minister
of Education, the Minister responsible for Acadian and Francophone Affairs as well as to the Chair of
the SSF and the Consortium national de formation en santé. Karen Langevin will prepare a descriptive
document on the Consortium to support the request.

6. New Business

6.1 Nomination of Government Co-chair
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Co-chair Sylvie Plourde Farrell explained that she has officially been assuming the role of community co-
chair since May 2003. Henri Gallant, who was delegated by the East Prince Health Region has completed
his term. We therefore have to name another person as co-chair among the government representatives.
Donald DesRoches explained that the government representatives will discuss the issue and will advise of
their decision.

6.2 Proposed Changes to the Network Terms of Reference

The Network’s terms of reference were adopted in May 2003. A few minor adjustments were made. The
document will be sent to members and a section will be added on the quorum requiring that at least 50%
representation of community delegates and 50% government delegates. The members shall approve the
changes by e-mail or telephone.

6.3 Network Operational Plan 2004-2005

The Co-chair asked Karen Langevin to explain the Network action plan. According to the funding
agreement with the SSF, the plan must be approved by the Network and sent as soon as possible. A few
changes still need to be made to the action plan.

It was moved by Lizanne Thorne and seconded by Benoit Henry 
THAT THE PLAN OF ACTION BE ADOPTED WITH ADJUSTMENTS. 

- Unanimously adopted.

6.4 Network Budget Projections 2004-2005

Karen Langevin presented the Network budget that must be submitted to the SSF before the end of the
week. She explained that the total amount is $64,501. The category Autres (Other) includes the
Network’s contribution to the organization of the SSF annual general meeting; this amount broken down
should be between $5,000 and $6,000. The Network may send five delegates who can vote at the annual
meeting.

 
It was moved by Johanne Irwin and seconded by Orella Arsenault,

 THAT THE 2004-2005 NETWORK BUDGET BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED.

                                                                                                                         - Unanimously adopted.

6.5 2004-2008 Strategic Plan for Health and Social Services French Language Services

Karen Langevin explained that community and government representatives participated in a strategic
planning exercise on March 29.

She briefly presented the highlights of the Department of Health and Social Services plan regarding
French language services. She indicated that the plan, still in draft form, will be sent to the members for
their comments. The next draft will be translated. The plan will be presented to the management and then
to the Minister.

6.6 SSF Projet Préparer le terrain

Élise Arsenault, member of the SSF Board of Directors, presented the SSF Project Préparer le terrain,
submitted by the SSF to the Primary Health Transition Fund. She indicated that PEI is one of the first



4

four provinces to benefit from these funds. The budget for PEI is $110,000. Funding will be transferred 
by the SSF to participating networks. The project must be completed by 2006.
Élise Arsenault will send a complete version of the project to members who request it.

6.7 Approval of Projects Submitted to the Primary Health Transition Fund and next steps

The Co-chair explained that the members received all the letters of intent for the projects. They decided to
send them all to the SSF selection committee. Further to the selection committee’s recommendations,
projects will have to be submitted to the SSF before the end of August. The Network will therefore have
to develop priority criteria if all projects are approved because the total budget exceeds the amount
granted to PEI which is $443,000. 

6.8 Federal Health Budget - 10 Year Agreement

Donald DesRoches and Béatrice Caillié participated in a national telephone conference organized by the
SSF to inform the provinces and territories of the Federal Government’s intention to further invest in the
health sector. The Chair of the SSF explained that he was aiming at an annual budget for French
language services of 95 million dollars. This would mean an increase in funds for training, networking
and organization of French language services.

It was moved by Donald DesRoches and seconded by Johanne Irwin,
THAT THE NETWORK CREATE AWARENESS IN THE PROVINCIAL
GOVERNMENT TO SUPPORT THE CREATION OF A RESOURCE ENVELOPE
FOR HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN OFFICIAL LANGUAGE MINORITY
COMMUNITIES.

Donald DesRoches and Susan MacKenzie will meet to further discuss the best approach to take in this
matter.

The motion was neither voted on nor withdrawn.

6.9 Network Evaluation

Sylvie Plourde Farrell explained that the evaluators of the Department of Health and Social Services have
prepared a survey that they will be sending to all active and former members. It is a two page
questionnaire that only takes a few minutes to answer. It is important that all members participate so that
meetings and communication with members can be improved. The results of the survey will be available
at the next meeting.

6.10 Delegates at the SSF Annual General Meeting in Moncton - October 15, 16 and 17, 2004

The SSF Annual General Meeting will be held in Moncton, October 15 to 17, 2004. The Network may
delegate 5 members who shall have the right to vote. Sectors represented are: 

< Government
< Health regions
< Acadian and Francophone community
< Education and training institutions
< Health care professionals 

Other individuals may participate as observers. Also, there will be a national meeting of Network
coordinators and a meeting of Atlantic Networks during this same period. Karen Langevin and Béatrice
Caillié will attend. Karen Langevin will send an e-mail to the members with information on the Annual



5

General Meeting. Interested members must make their intentions known as soon as possible. We ask that
the program of the AGM be forwarded to the members as soon as it becomes available.

It would be a good idea for PEI to have at least one delegate on the SSF Board of Directors because five
positions will be vacant.

 
7. New Business 

No new business was brought forward.

8. Next Meeting

Karen Langevin mentioned that a meeting might be necessary between August 23 and 27 to prioritize the
projects submitted under the Primary Health Care Transition Fund. If not, the meeting will be held in
September.  The members will receive a notice of meeting as soon as the date is determined.

9. Adjournment

The Chair thanked the members for their participation.
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