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                             PEI French Language Health Services Network
               (FLHSN)

                           November 10, 2005 – 7th meeting – 5:30 p.m.
                          Carrefour de l’Isle-Saint-Jean, Charlottetown

                Minutes

Present: Donald DesRoches (co-chair), government sector, representative of the DAAF
Alcide Bernard, government sector, East Prince Health Region
Colette Aucoin, community sector, representing education and training
Orella Arsenault, community sector, representing women and seniors
Johanne Irwin, community sector, representing health care professionals
Lucie Arsenault, community sector, representing health care professionals
Lizanne Thorne, community sector, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin

Guests: Élise Arsenault, resource person, FLSC, East Prince Health Region 
Claude Blaquière, resource person, Société Éducative

Resources: Julie Gilman, FLSC, Department of Health and Social Services, FLHSN coordinator 
Karen Langevin, assistant FLHSN coordinator

Other: Jean-Paul Arsenault, Consultant HRA 
Patsy MacLean, Consultant HRA

Absent: Jeannita Bernard, community sector, Acadian Communities Advisory Committee
Josette Losier, community sector, representing health care professionals
Hélène Garg, government sector, Queens Health Region 
Brenda Doyle, government sector, West Prince Health Region 
Pam Trainor, representing the Provincial Health Services Network

Vacant positions: Community representative for the youth sector 
Representative of the Department of Health and Social Services

1. Welcome
Mr. Donald DesRoches welcomed the members present. He explained that we didn’t have a
quorum of government representatives because of the restructuring of the health care system and
the abolition of health regions. He suggested that discussions at this meeting be ratified at the next
meeting of the FLHSN.

2. Adoption of the agenda
Moved by Colette Aucoin and seconded by Johanne Irwin that the agenda be adopted with the
following additions.

6.2 Strategy for healthy living
6.3 CNFS

3. Setting the Stage Project 
The cochair introduced the consultants from HRA, Jean-Paul Arsenault and Patsy MacLean, and
gave an update on the “Setting the Stage” project.

Jean-Paul Arsenault presented the models proposed in the Report on Phase II. He explained that
the goal of his presentation was to validate the models with the members of the FLHSN. The
following are the discussions and recommendations of the members of the FLHSN:

Why does the model for the Évangéline Health Centre not include an advanced nurse
practitioner 
Ms. MacLean explained that the role of ANP was suggested for centres that are not as advanced
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in the area of service delivery, and that the Évangéline Centre is considered an advanced centre.

Dr. Nadine Arsenault will soon be arriving in East Prince. It looks like she’ll be assigned full time
to the Harbourside Health Centre. Alcide Bernard expressed his concern that, with no Francophone
doctor at the Évangéline Health Centre, Francophones will have to travel to Summerside for health
care. Lizanne Thorne said that it is important that Dr. Arsenault serve Francophones because there
are no other Francophone doctors in Prince County.

 
Suggestion 1: It was proposed to add a doctor and an ANP to the Évangéline Health Centre

model. They would work part time, with full-time coverage between the two
professions. 

Suggestion 2: It was suggested that a full-time speech language pathologist and psychologist are
needed at the Évangéline Health Centre, as well as a half-time occupational
therapist at Harbourside. 

Alcide Bernard raised the point that there will no longer be full-time coordinator at the Évangéline
Health Centre after restructuring and requested that we demand a bilingual coordinator position.

 
Jean Paul Arsenault said that this role might possibly be filled by the three French language
services coordinators proposed in the report. Lucie Arsenault explained that a coordinator would
have to work out of a centre in order to be able to coordinate between the health care professionals
and the partners. The concern was also raised that the new employee chosen to coordinate the
Évangéline Health Centre and two other centres is an unilingual Anglophone.

Suggestion 3: It was proposed that the Primary Care Coordinator West position be staffed
bilingual.

HRA will add a note about the loss of what Francophones had already gained at the Évangéline
Health Centre in the final PLT report.

The next step of the project Setting the Stage will be filing Report III and getting the Network’s
approval in January or February 2006. Jean-Paul Arsenault said that the objective of the project
and the role of HRA is to propose models that are feasible and will be approved by the community
and the government.

4. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of the Network on January 31, 2005 
Since there was no quorum of government representatives, voting on this item will be put off till
the next meeting.

5. Filing of the minutes of the 4 executive meetings of January 31, April 25, June 13 and
October 19, 2005
Since there was no quorum of government representatives, voting on this item will be put off till
the next meeting.

6. Business arising from the minutes of the meeting of the Network on January 31, 2005

6.1 Projects submitted to the Primary Health Care Transition Fund (update).
The projects approved by the PHCTF for PEI consist of a videoconference system in Souris; a
French language resource centre at the Prince County hospital; and workshops where
Francophones can learn to improve their health and reduce the incidence of chronic illnesses in
Queens and Kings Counties. These ongoing projects will end on September 30, 2006. 

6.2 Strategy for healthy living
Julie Gilman explained that the provincial committee of the Strategy for healthy living had looked
at a new structure allowing it to adjust to the cuts in government resource persons supporting the
strategy. The proposed new structure will have a board of directors made up of members elected by
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each partner. The FLHSN is one of the partners. The board of directors will be supported by an
executive director and three community coordinators. Julie Gilman asked the members of the
FLHSN for their comments on the new structure:

The FLHSN recommends the following changes:
1) That two (2) seats be reserved for Francophone representatives, one a member of the

FLHSN and one a member of the Acadian and Francophone recommended by the FLHSN.

2) That at least one (1) of the community coordinators be bilingual and responsible for liaison
with the Acadian and Francophone community of PEI.

The members suggested that the FLHSN write to the provincial strategy committee to thank them
for including us on the restructuring committee. 

7. New Business

7.1 Terms of reference 

Section 4. “Structure of the Network” 
Julie Gilman explained that the composition of the members of the Network had to change because
the government components had changed. She explained that the executive had prepared a new
draft of the terms of reference. The members discussed the new structure and proposed the
following changes:
C Maximum of 17 members
C Maximum of 7 representatives elected by the community
C Maximum of 8 government delegates, including 6 from the Department of Health and the

Department of Social Services and Seniors, the addition of the Division of Corporate Services,
a delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee and a delegate from the
Division of Acadian and Francophone Affairs. 

Section 4 a) Cochair
Karen mentioned that there has not been a community cochair for a long time, and that one could
not be chosen before January at the earliest, at a public forum. She suggested nominating an
interim community cochair.
Claude Blaquière was appointed interim community cochair and accepted the responsibility. 

Section 6. Resources
Claude Blaquière raised the point that the role of the coordinator of the FLHSN could be in conflict
of interest because this person reports to the Department of Health.

Donald DesRoches explained that networks in other provinces are strictly community based, with
members of their government, while ours is managed by both partners, the government and the
community. The government’s contribution to our network includes a resource person from the
Department of Health. The community’s contribution to our network includes a resource person
paid for by the Société Santé en français. The two resource persons work together to meet both
partners’ objectives. 

7.2 SSF AGM October 1, 2005
As an item of information, the following delegates participated in the annual general meeting of the
Société Santé en français on October 1, 2005: Jeannita Bernard, Donald DesRoches, Claude
Blaquière, Élise Arsenault and Orella Arsenault. Karen Langevin, Élise Arsenault, Claude
Blaquière and Julie Gilman participated in the sessions on the FASSP projects on September 29
and 30, 2005

7.3 Thanks to outgoing members 
The cochair presented thank you cards to outgoing members Colette Aucoin and Alcide Bernard,
who will no longer sit on the Network. Their participation and commitment have been much
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appreciated. 

8. Next meeting
The next meeting will be in January in Summerside. The date will be announced soon.

9. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned around 8:30 p.m.
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