
PEIFLHSN – 11th meeting 
       November 20, 2006, 5:30 p.m. 

        Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 
  Minutes 

Governmental members present 
 Donald DesRoches (co-chair), delegate from the Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division 
 Mary Arsenault, delegate from the Primary Care Division 

Jules Aucoin, delegate from the Social Programs and Seniors Division 
 Marlene Bolger, delegate from the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care Division 
 Cynthia Bryanton, delegate from the Hospitals and Acute Care Division 
 Josette Losier, delegate from the Child and Family Services Division 
 Garth Waite, delegate from the Corporate Services Division 
Community members present 

Claude Blaquière (co-chair), delegate from the Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É. 
 Colette Arsenault, women’s representative 
 Lucie Arsenault, health care professionals’ representative 

Orella Arsenault, seniors’ representative 
 Eileen Doucette, health care professional representative 
 Melissa Doucette, youth representative 
 Johanne Irwin, health care professionals’ representative 
Absent members 

Jeannita Bernard, delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee 
Nicole Blanchard-Boutilier, parent and early childhood representative 
Lizanne Thorne, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin 

Employees present 
 Julie Gilman, Network Coordinator 
 Caroline Currie, Network Assistant Coordinator 
   

1. Welcome 

1.1. Claude Blaquière welcomed the Network members. 

2. Adoption of the agenda (vote) 

Claude suggested that Item 5.5 in the agenda be discussed after Item 8.0. 

JOHANNE MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE AGENDA WITH THE SUGGESTED CHANGE. MELISSA 
SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. Adoption of the July 24, 2006 meeting minutes (vote) 

COLETTE MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 24, 2006 MEETING AS IS. 
LUCIE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

4. Follow-up on the July 24, 2006 meeting minutes 

4.1 Update: Publication of the Setting the Stage Action Plan 
Julie told members that a number of questions arose when the Network and the Department of 
Health were drawing up the joint press release, and we realized that we were not prepared to 
answer all these questions. The release of the press release was therefore postponed to a later 
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date. The Department of Health completed its analysis of the Setting the Stage Action Plan and 
it will be presented to the directors of the Department divisions on November 28. 

4.2 Rendez-vous Santé en français and Société Santé en français (SSF) AGM, 
February 21 to 24, 2007 
Claude said that the SSF changed the dates for its Rendez-vous Santé en français and its annual 
general meeting, which were to take place from November 23 to 25, 2006, to February 21 to 24, 
2007. The Network needs five representatives for the Rendez-vous and the AGM, one for each 
group of health partners. Caroline suggested that any interested members post a message on the 
Intranet message board by mid-December. 

4.3 Network representative on the SSF board of directors 
Donald will not seek a second term on the Société Santé en français board of directors. He 
explained the responsibilities of this position. Claude asked whether any members were 
interested. Johanne Irwin was the only person to show interest; the members accepted her 
candidacy. The change will be made at the SSF AGM in February 2007. It was therefore 
suggested that Johanne be one of the Network representatives at the Rendez-vous santé en 
français so that Donald can introduce her to the board members. 

4.4 Follow-up: Network Action Plan for 2006-2008, developed July 24, 2006 
Donald reminded Network members of the action plan that they developed at the last meeting, 
based on the priority objectives established in March 2006. At the executive committee meeting 
in August, the action plan was reviewed and the committee asked Garth and Julie to examine 
more closely the elements on the Department of Health’s accountability. At the last executive 
committee meeting, which preceded this Network meeting, Garth submitted a document that 
proposes methods that the Department is considering using to support the Network in 
implementing its objectives 1 and 2 (Develop an action plan that aims to improve French-
language health and social services, excluding primary health care services; Develop a formal 
consultation mechanism between the Network, the Department of Health and the Department of 
Social Services and Seniors to ensure that the Acadian and Francophone community’s needs in 
terms of the delivery of French-language health and social services are taken into consideration). 
The executive committee decided to add the Department’s suggestions to the action plan. 
Members will therefore receive the final Network action plan by e-mail on 
Wednesday, November 22. Members were reminded that even though several months have 
passed since the first draft of the plan, progress has been made and many elements have been 
addressed. 

5. New business 

5.1 Primary Health Care in Action (Santé primaire en action - SPA) 
Julie explained that the Santé primaire en action proposal is a direct continuation of Setting the 
Stage. It comes following the federal government’s announcement of investing $10 million in 
2006-2007 to continue developing health services for minority language communities. The 
project’s four objectives are: 

• To expand the network partnership base in order to implement action plans for French-
language health services; 

• To reinforce the collaboration between the networks, government authorities and service 
providers; 

• To implement the provincial/territorial action plans; 
• To share expertise and knowledge on the health of Francophones. 

Since Health Canada only signed the contribution agreement for this project in early November, 
the Network has until the end of March to complete the project. Donald explained that the 
project constraints prevent us from funding bilingual positions and organizing other planning 
activities, but it is an important opportunity to continue raising the awareness of Anglophones 
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about the importance of offering French services. The members received a draft of the SPA 
project action plan in their meeting kits. 

5.2 Network Web site and Intranet 
Caroline quickly showed members the Network Web site and encouraged them to promote it to 
their colleagues and acquaintances, especially the Directory of Bilingual Service Providers. 
Caroline demonstrated how members can post messages on the Intranet message board. 

5.3 Update: Recent Network activities 
a) Meeting between Hubert Gauthier and Health Minister Gillan 

Julie explained that the SSF President and Chief Executive Officer, Hubert Gauthier, met 
with Health Minister Gillan twice since the month of September. 

b) SSTA AGM 
Claude and Colette represented the network at the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin AGM on 
September 30 and October 1 in Souris. Colette informed members that the reorganization of 
the community organizations was a priority at the AGM and we can expect major changes in 
the management and structure of organizations in the coming months. 

c) Bilingual employee forum 
Julie said that the Department of Health and the Department of Social Services and Seniors 
held the first forum for their bilingual employees on October 26, 2006 in Charlottetown. 
Hubert Gauthier was the speaker. It was an important event for the employees because they 
were able to discuss their daily reality and network with each other. It was a success and is 
expected to become an annual event. Three Network members attended the forum and 
shared their experiences. Another member expressed frustration with the communication 
problems involving bilingual employees. 

d) Samedi d’être bien (A Saturday of Well-Being) 
Caroline explained that she sat on the planning committee of Samedi d’être bien, organized 
by the Société éducative. It was held on Saturday, November 4 and included a laughter 
therapist as speaker and several workshops (e.g. breathing, tai chi, nutrition, a healthy back, 
the benefits of art, etc.). It was a big success, with more than 70 employees and volunteers 
from six Francophone regions participating. 

e) PEI Health Sector Council (HSC) 
Caroline informed members of the creation of a new health sector council in the province. 
The Network contacted the HSC to make sure it is represented on its board of directors. 
Jeannita Bernard made a presentation to the HSC members this morning and the executive 
director called this afternoon to say that the Network had been accepted unanimously as a 
board member. The executive committee asked Jeannita to sit on the board, and she 
accepted. Caroline will put a document describing the HSC on the Intranet for those who 
want more information. 

f) House of Commons Standing Committee on Official Languages 
The Network was invited to appear before the House of Commons Standing Committee on 
Official Languages. Julie and Jeannita appeared before the committee on November 7, 2006. 
Their presentation is included in the meeting kit. 

5.4 Vacant community position to fill on the Network 
Claude and Donald thanked Orella for her work on the Network. She decided to leave her 
position as seniors’ representative to someone else at the end of her second term. At its next 
meeting, the executive committee will discuss the procedure to follow once a term is finished and 
will inform Network members of their discussions. 

5.5 Moved to Item 9. 

6. Documents for your information 
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Caroline explained the documents given to members in their kit. Document 6.3 will be sent by e-mail on 
Wednesday, November 22, as mentioned in Item 4.4. She told members to contact her if they want to 
distribute Network kits. The materials in the Network paper kit are all available on the Web site in PDF 
format. 

7. Other 

No other item was added to the agenda. 

8. Next meeting 

The next Network meeting will be held on Monday, February 12, 2007 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Centre Belle-Alliance in Summerside. 

9. Department of Health consultation on its action plan 

The government members left and Julie led the Department of Health consultation with the community 
members. 

10. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

Page 4 of 4 


