
 
13th meeting of the PEIFLHSN 
       June 18, 2007, 5:30 p.m. 

        Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 
 

Minutes 
 
 Governmental members present 
 Donald DesRoches (co-chair), delegate from the Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division 
 Jules Aucoin, delegate from the Social Programs and Seniors Division 
 Josette Losier, delegate from the Child and Family Services Division 
Community members present 

Claude Blaquière (co-chair), delegate from the Société éducative de l'Î.-P.-É. 
 Colette Arsenault, women's representative 
 Nicole Blanchard-Boutilier, parent and early childhood representative  
 Eileen Doucette, health care professional representative 
 Melissa Doucette, youth representative 
 Lizanne Thorne, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d'Aquin 
 Maria Bernard, acting seniors' representative 
Members absent 
 Jeannita Bernard, delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee 
 Marlene Bolger, delegate from the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care Division 
 Cynthia Bryanton, delegate from the Hospitals and Acute Care Division 
 Garth Waite, delegate from the Corporate Services Division 
 Lucie Arsenault, health care professional representative 
 Johanne Irwin, health care professional representative 
Vacant position 
 Delegate from the Primary Care Division 
Employees present 
 Julie Gilman, Network Coordinator 
 Caroline Currie, Network Assistant Coordinator 
 

1. Welcome 

1.1. Claude Blaquière welcomed FLHSN members, particularly Maria Bernard, who is the new 
acting seniors' representative. Lizanne introduced Maria to the group. 

2. Adoption of the agenda (vote) 

Claude reviewed the agenda. It was asked that “new provincial government” be added to item 7 
of the agenda.  

COLETTE MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE AGENDA WITH THE SUGGESTED AMENDMENT.  
NICOLE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 
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3. Adoption of the February 12, 2007 meeting minutes (vote) 

DONALD MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE FEBRUARY 12, 2007 MINUTES AS IS. LIZANNE 
SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

4. Follow-up on the February 12, 2007 meeting minutes 

a) Update of the Primary Health Care in Action and Mental Health Promotion projects 
Julie explained that both projects were finished. Both mental health promotion activities 
(February 14 – Bien s’aimer, and March 31 – Ma santé, un état d’esprit) drew many 
participants, and comments were very positive. 
For Primary Health Care in Action, the presentations to various target groups were made 
with HRA. This helped the FLHSN develop even more relationships with key players in 
the Island’s health field. The position paper “The Impact of Communication Challenges 
on the Delivery of Quality Health Care to Minority Language Clients & Communities” 
developed within the framework of the project was circulated to members. Various 
members commented on the fact that this part of the project was a true success. The 
document was well-received by the SSF and the representatives of the Canadian Council on 
Health Services Accreditation during the presentation made in Ottawa by Julie and Patsy. 
The Island can take pride in having created a document which will have lasting 
repercussions. 
The bilingual health and social services professionals’ recruitment toolkit will be available 
in the next few months. The kits should be printed and assembled before the end of the 
summer. 
 

Claude pointed out to members that the quorum had not been attained since more than half the government 
members were absent. It was deemed important not to cancel the meeting, but all motions will have to be 
postponed until the next Network meeting. 

5. New business 

a) Project call for proposals 
Julie presented the call for proposals launched by the SSF for the year 2007-2008. Julie will 
circulate the necessary documentation to interested members. The deadline is July 9. 

b) Election of FLHSN members in September - Procedure 
Caroline explained that following the modifications which were brought to the FLHSN’s 
terms of reference by members at the last meeting, the elected community members, whose 
terms are coming to an end this year, will have to present themselves for election if they 
wish to keep sitting on the Network. An ad announcing the positions will be placed in La 
Voix acadienne at the beginning of September. Members will also receive an e-mail to this 
effect. Elections to fill these positions will be held during the SSTA’s annual general 
meeting at the French school in Deblois, West Prince, on October 13 and 14, 2007. More 
details will be available in September. 
 
 

Page 2 of 4 



c) Work Session:  Clarification of the role of the Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors 
Members decided to move on to items 6 and 7 before beginning the work session facilitated 
by Ricky Hitchcock. 

6. Documents submitted for information purposes 

Caroline explained that the last quarterly networking report (Network activities) is available on the 
intranet. The reports for the Primary Health Care in Action project are also on the intranet. If 
members are having difficulty accessing the intranet, they are asked to contact Caroline. 

7. Other 

Change in government 

Donald discussed the new ministers who will have a role to play in regards to French health care 
services: 

Doug Currie, Minister of Health. 

Carolyn Bertram, Minister Responsible for Acadian and Francophone Affairs, whom the FLHSN 
reports to. 

During elections, Robert Ghiz made a commitment to the Francophone community to enact the 
entire French Languages Services Act during his first term. 

It was recommended that the Network send a letter to Ministers Currie and Bertram in order to 
invite them to the next Network meeting. 

***** 

Work Session:  Clarification of the role of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors 

During the discussion facilitated by Ricky Hitchcock, members of the Network discussed what works 
well at the Network table and what could be improved. 

Here is a summary of the main topics that emerged from the discussion. 

 

1. The Network needs to clarify its role to the Acadian and Francophone community. 

2. Network meetings are sometimes heavy with an emphasis on processes. 

Proposed solutions 

• seek the views of all those present at each meeting in order to allow members to have a 
chance to speak 

• ensure that 2 out of the 4 or 5 yearly meetings take the form of discussion sessions (the July 
2006 session on the Network’s action planning process was appreciated) 

• use case examples to stimulate discussions focusing on proposing solutions 

• put greater emphasis on concrete issues 

3. Members want a balance in the sharing of information and opportunities to get involved 
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• They have confidence in the Executive Committee to make certain decisions, or to start the 
decision process and then present the logic of their arguments/decisions to the Network 

• They are open to the idea of being consulted by e-mail for decisions/questions requiring 
discussion 

• They acknowledge that committees are a good way to become more involved 

4. Members want a regular follow-up on the status of the action plan and the Network’s priorities 

5. Members want to ensure new Network members keep being oriented 

8. Next meeting 

The next Network meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 25, 2007 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at Centre Belle-Alliance in Summerside. 

9. Adjournment 
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