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15th Meeting of the PEIFLHSN 
      December 10, 2007, 5:30 p.m. 

        Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 
 

Minutes 
 
Government members in attendance: 
 Donald DesRoches (Co-chair), delegate from the Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division  
 Jules Aucoin, delegate from the Social Programs and Seniors Division 
 Jeannita Bernard, delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee 
 Marlene Bolger, delegate from the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care  
 Josette Losier, delegate from Child and Family Services Division  
 Garth Waite, delegate from the Corporate Services Division 
 
Community members in attendance: 
 Lucie Arsenault, health professionals representative 
 Maria Bernard, seniors’ representative  
 Eileen Doucette, health professionals representative 
 Johanne Irwin, health care professionals representative 
 Karen Langevin, women’s representative 
 Lizanne Thorne, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin  
  
Regrets: 
 Claude Blaquière (Co-chair), delegate from the Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É. 
 Cynthia Bryanton, delegate from the Hospitals and Acute Care Hospitals Division 
 Nicole Drouin, parents and early childhood representative 
 Kristin O’Halloran, youth representative 
 Mark Spidel, delegate from the Primary Health Care Division  
  
Guests: 
 Gordon MacKay, Project Lead, Ascent Strategy Group 
 Patti Devine, Ascent Strategy Group 

Susan LeBlanc, Regional Coordinator, Official Languages, Public Health Agency of Canada, 
Atlantic Region 

 
Employees 
 Julie Gilman, Network Coordinator  
 Caroline Currie, Network Projects Manager 
 Liette Arsenault, Network Administrative Assistant 
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1. Welcome 

Donald DesRoches welcomed Network members and thanked the chef for the excellent meal. 
Professional translation services were unavailable for this meeting, because of the rescheduling due 
to the storm, however Donald explained that members should feel comfortable speaking in the 
language of their choice and that he would translate as needed. Donald introduced Karen Langevin, 
the new representative for the Women target group and mentioned that there are two new 
community members who were unable to attend the meeting, Kristin O’Holloran, the new 
representative for Youth and Nicole Drouin, the new representative for Parents and Early 
Childhood. Donald explained that Nicole Drouin was nominated to the vacant position by the 
executive committee as no candidates came forward at the elections held in October. Donald 
introduced our guest, Susan Leblanc, Regional Coordinator of Official Languages from the Public 
Health Agency of Canada, Atlantic Region. 

2. Consultation – long term care (Ascent Strategy Group for the Department of Health) 

Donald introduced the two members of the Ascent Strategy Group, Gordon MacKay and Patti 
Devine. He explained the Network’s structure to the consultants and then members of the Network 
introduced themselves. Members participated actively in the consultation on long term care, 
sharing their concerns about the quality of services for Acadian and Francophone seniors. The 
duration of the consultation was one hour and 15 minutes.  

Donald thanked the Department of Health for encouraging the Ascent Strategy Group to consult 
the Network, as well as Gordon and Patti who then left the meeting. 

 

3. Adoption of the agenda (vote) 

Donald read the items on the agenda.  One item was added regarding Josette’s nomination to a 
committee. 

JOHANNE MOTIONED THAT THE AGENDA BE ACCEPTED WITH THE SUGGESTED CHANGE. 
JOSETTE SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

 

4. Adoption of minutes of September 25, 2007 (vote) 

GARTH MOTIONED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 25, 2007 MEETING BE 
ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. EILEEN SECONDED THE MOTION. 
( 1 ABSTENTION ) 

- MOTION UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
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5. Business arising from the minutes of September 25, 2007 

a) Network’s meeting calendar 

Donald explained that, as promised at the last Network meeting, a meeting calendar has 
been prepared in order to help members plan ahead for Network meetings. Members were 
reminded that, as previously decided, future meetings would include two short oral 
presentations from members (1 community member and 1 government member) so that 
members could have a chance to explain how their work or their daily life relates to French-
language services. Therefore, the calendar will help members schedule and prepare for their 
brief presentation, which should be informal and last between 5 to 10 minutes.  

Lucie Arsenault (community member) and Garth Waite (government member) volunteered 
to give a presentation at the next meeting, which will be held on January 22, 2008. 
Members were reminded of the change from the usual location and time. The meeting will 
be held at the Rodd Charlottetown Hotel from 5:00pm to 8:00pm. Both Carolyn Bertram, 
Minister responsible for Acadian and Francophone Affairs and Doug Currie, Minister of 
Health and Social Services and Seniors will be attending. Donald and Claude will make a 
brief presentation on the Network’s structure and work. The presentation will be circulated 
to the executive members for approval and comments. If the presentation is ready ahead of 
time it will be circulated to all Network members.  

Network members approved of the new calendar.  

6. New Business 

a) Election of the government co-chair (vote) 
Donald explained that he has completed a term of three years as government co-chair, 
which is the new term recently set by members in order to give others a chance to sit on the 
executive committee and/or assume the role of co-chair. The government co-chair is 
appointed by the government members. As Donald is the current co-chair, he turned over 
the chairing of the meeting to Lizanne Thorne who proceeded with the election.  Lizanne 
asked the government members to demonstrate interest in assuming the co-chairmanship. 
No candidates came forward and Donald DesRoches was re-elected. 
Donald thanked the government members for re-appointing him as government co-chair.  
However, he explained that in three years it would be preferable to have a change of co-
chair. 
 

b) Department of Health progress report 
Copies of the Department of Health report on Action Plan on the Delivery of Primary Health 
Care Services in French (as of November 2007) were distributed to the members and Garth 
went over the highlights. Garth stated that the Department of Health will provide a 
written report annually and there will be a verbal report at every Network meeting as 
needed.  
Garth was asked if STS will be recognized and accepted by the new Liberal government. 
Garth responded by saying that he was 90% certain that it will continue to be the plan 
followed by the department in terms of French language services. 
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A member asked how the public is being made aware of bilingual health staff on PEI. 
Caroline answered that the Network has a partnership with La Voix Acadienne which will 
see a profile of bilingual employees being printed once a month. It was suggested that the 
Network look into having a partnership with the Journal Pioneer and the Guardian as not 
everyone receives La Voix Acadienne. 
Garth thanked Julie for drafting the progress report and acknowledged that much progress 
has happened as a result of her job with the Department of Health and the Network. 
Donald thanked Garth for the presentation 
 

c) Ministers’ visit at the next meeting 
As mentioned in item 5 a), both ministers will be attending the Network’s next meeting. 
 

d) Follow-up to Dr. Green’s conference and other Network activities 
Julie reminded the members that Dr. Green presented at UPEI on November 29 and at the 
Delta for the 2007 French Language Health and Social Services Forum on November 30. 
The audience on November 29 was mostly made up of students and professors from the 
University. There was also an employee of Health Canada. In total, Dr. Green presented to 
approximately 65 people on the Island. Feedback from the presentations has been positive.  
There will be some interviews airing in the next week on CBC Radio. The Network will let 
members know ahead of time if possible. CBC Island Morning interviewed Dr. Green as well 
as Donald and Claude. Jeannita was interviewed by CBC Maritime Noon about her 
experience as a client facing language barriers in the care of family members.  
Caroline informed members that Dr. Green’s PowerPoint presentation is now available on 
the Network’s Web site in both French and English. 

 
e) Update on the SSF’s activities 

Julie talked about recent news regarding the SSF’s (and the Network’s) funding. The 
current funding agreement between Health Canada and the SSF expires on March 31, 2008 
and no new funding agreement has been signed as of yet. Until a new agreement is signed, 
the Network’s base funding ($64,501) has been guaranteed for 2008-2009.  
In their new plan, the SSF has asked Health Canada for $340 million for the next five year 
plan (2008-2013). This would cover networking, organization of services and human 
resources planning. If this is granted, the Island is expected to receive approximately $10 
million over the next five years. 
It is not sure when or if Health Canada will approve the 2008-2013 plan. It was brought up 
that much is dependent on the Federal Government’s follow up to its Action Plan on 
Linguistic Duality and Official Languages, which also expires on March 31, 2008. Donald 
explained that the government is holding consultations on the action plan and explained 
that the consultations are one of the sources that will be used to develop a strategy for the 
next phase of the official languages action plan. Lizanne Thorne will be attending the 
consultation by invitation in Moncton on December 12, 2007. 
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f) SSF’s AGM 
Donald informed members that the Rendez-vous Santé en français will be held in Edmonton 
Alberta this year from February 13 to February 16, 2008. The Network will be sending five 
delegates (who have the right to vote at the annual general meeting). The delegates 
represent: Post secondary institutions, health professionals, community organizations, 
government and health establishments. This year, the Rendez-vous will focus mainly on 
human resources in the health sector. Members were asked to visit the SSF’s Web site 
(www.santefrancais.ca) for more information. Members interested in participating as a 
delegate for the Network were asked to give their name to Caroline before Christmas. 
All expenses will be paid by the Network and simultaneous translation will be provided for 
the entire Rendez-vous. Julie and Caroline will be attending as employees of the Network 
and Johanne as a member of the board of directors of the SSF. 
 
The Network (and the SSF) will be inviting Carolyn Bertram, Minister responsible for 
Acadian and Francophone Affairs and Doug Currie, Minister of Health and Social Services 
and Seniors, to attend the Rendez-vous and give a speech. 
 

g) PEI Health Sector Council activity report 
Jeannita, who sits on the PEI Health Sector Council (HSC) as a representative of the 
Network, presented a verbal activity report. The highlights are as follows: 

 The HSC will be giving all grade 12 students an exit survey regarding interest in health 
care careers. Caroline added that the Network has partnered with the HSC and will pay 
half of the translation costs so that French students can complete a French survey. This 
partnership will also provide the Network with access to the data collected from this 
survey.  

 Focus groups on scope of practice were held by the HSC. Unfortunately they were 
unable to carry out the French focus group due to lack of registration.  

 The HSC is on the verge of receiving funding for a project with ACOA that will provide 
older health care workers with training on new technologies.  

 Jeannita circulated a draft of the Health Career Handbook that the HSC has put 
together. It profiles different health careers and indicates Maritime institutions that 
provide the necessary training. There are some inconsistencies with regards to the 
listing of French programs but Jeannita has tried to ensure that they are included. 
Some programs may not be included because they are outside of the Maritime 
provinces. The Handbook will be circulated in Island schools. 

 

7. Other Business 

a) Nomination 
Caroline wanted to highlight Josette’s appointment by the Minister of Social Services and 
Seniors to the Child Protection Act Review Advisory Committee. Josette was appointed to 
the Advisory Committee not only because of her expertise, but also to represent the interest 
of Francophones, a positive step on the government’s part. 
 
Julie thanked the Network’s employees and members for their excellent work and 
participation this year. 
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8. Next Meeting 

The next Network meeting is scheduled for January 22 with January 24 as an alternate snow date. 
It will be held at the Rodd Charlottetown Hotel on 75 Kent Street at 5:00pm to accommodate the 
ministers.  

 

9. Adjournment 

Donald adjourned the meeting and wished everyone Happy Holidays! 


