
 
17th Meeting of the PEIFLHSN 
      April 22, 2008, 5:30 p.m. 

   Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 

Minutes 
 
Government members in attendance: 
 Jules Aucoin, delegate from the Social Programs and Seniors Division 
 Cynthia Bryanton, delegate from Acute Care Hospitals Division 
 John Martin, delegate from the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care Division  
 Mark Spidel, delegate from the Primary Health Care Division  
 Garth Waite, delegate from the Corporate Services Division 
Community members in attendance: 
 Lucie Arsenault, health professionals representative 
 Maria Bernard, seniors’ representative  
 Claude Blaquière (Co-chair), delegate from the Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É. 
 Nicole Drouin, parents and early childhood representative 
 Karen Langevin, women’s representative 
 Lizanne Thorne, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin  
Regrets: 
 Jeannita Bernard, delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee 
 Donald DesRoches (Co-chair), delegate from the Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division  
 Eileen Doucette, health professionals’ representative 
 Johanne Irwin, health professionals’ representative  
 Josette Losier, delegate from the Child and Family Services Division  
 Kristin O’Halloran, youth representative 
Employee: 
 Caroline Currie, Acting Network Coordinator 
 

1. Welcome 

Claude Blaquière welcomed Network members. He introduced a new member: John Martin, 
administrator of the Community Hospital in O’Leary. John replaces Marlene Bolger as delegate from 
the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care Division on the Network, following her retirement. 
Members introduced themselves. Caroline announced that Liette Arsenault had accepted a permanent 
position with the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and had therefore quit her job with the 
Network.  

2. Meal 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

Nothing was added to the agenda. 

KAREN MOTIONED THAT THE AGENDA BE ACCEPTED AS PRESENTED. NICOLE SECONDED 
THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 
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4. Members’ presentations 

Maria Bernard, community member, gave a short presentation on Francophone seniors. She discussed 
health-related activities that Island Francophone seniors take part in, and reminded members of the 
importance of seniors in our Francophone communities.  

Jules Aucoin, government member, made the connection between his work and the reality Francophone 
seniors are faced with. He explained that his work within the Department of Social Services and Seniors 
focuses on the financial assessment of seniors leaving their home to go live in a long-term care facility. 
Jules explained the various changes that were brought to this program during the past year and referred 
members to his Department’s Web site, which contains bilingual information. 

Claude thanked both Maria and Jules for their presentations. Nicole Drouin, community member, and 
Mark Spidel, government member, volunteered to give presentations at the next Network meeting.  

5. Adoption of the minutes  

No changes were brought to the minutes of January 22, 2008.  

MARIA MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE JANUARY 22, 2008 MINUTES AS IS. LUCIE SECONDED 
THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

No changes were brought to the minutes of the March 4, 2008 special planning meeting.  

KAREN MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE MARCH 4, 2008 MINUTES AS IS. LIZANNE SECONDED 
THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

6. Business arising from the minutes 

Letter to the Canadian Council on Health Services Accreditation (CCHSA) 
During the January 22 meeting, members had expressed an interest in receiving an official response 
from the CCHSA in regards to the position paper The Impact of Communication Challenges on the Delivery 
of Quality Health Care to Minority Language Clients & Communities submitted by the Network in March 
2007. Caroline explained that the letter was sent to the CCHSA on April 11, and that no response has 
been received as of yet. The SSF is attempting to speed things up with the CCHSA by way of a meeting 
which will be held in May. The SSF committed to following up with the PEIFLHSN after the meeting.  

7. Follow-ups to the planning session 

2008-2009 Action Plan 

Hard copies of the action plan were handed out to members. It was explained that the document is only 
available in English because it must be finalized before being sent to translation. Garth explained that 
this document is the fruit of the members’ work during the March 4 planning session. The Executive 
Committee examined and reworked the document prepared by Caroline. Donald and Garth then spent 
more time on it. Garth went over each activity, one after another, while members asked questions, made 
comments and suggested corrections. When major corrections were suggested for objective 3, Caroline 
recommended that members limit themselves to adopting activities for the current action plan during 
this meeting, and save the review of long-term activities (such as those for objective 3) that depend on 
additional funding for another time. Members agreed. Caroline will make the minor activity changes to 
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the current action plan, and made note of comments for the long-term activities. The final document 
will be sent to members in both languages as soon as it is available. 

LIZANNE MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE 2008-2009 ACTION PLAN WITH THE SUGGESTED 
CHANGES. MARK SECONDED THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

8. New Business 

a) Follow-up – Meeting with Health Canada representative 

Claude and Caroline explained the reason behind Mr. Roger Farley’s visit to Centre Belle-Alliance 
last March 13. Mr. Farley is the Executive Director of Health Canada’s Official Language 
Community Development Bureau. 

b) Review of the quarterly report (January to March 2008) 

Caroline went over the activities that took place during the last quarter. Members asked questions 
and shared their comments on the report. 

9. Other Business 

a) Atlantic retreat on the determinants of health 

One member asked for additional information on the invitation they received regarding the retreat 
which will be held in Moncton on April 30. Caroline explained that it is an initiative of the six 
Atlantic networks and that a final report can be sent to those interested. Claude and Karen will 
participate in this retreat with Caroline. 

b) Network Coordinator Position 

One member asked for an update on the competition for the French Language Services Analyst 
position (which is the Network Coordinator position). Garth informed members that no one had 
applied for the position during the first two internal competitions. The competition, which was then 
open to the public, closed on Monday, April 21. The lingering question is whether or not there were 
any candidates who met the requirements. 

c) PEI Health Sector Council health careers booklet 

Caroline circulated copies of the “Health Careers on Prince Edward Island : A Directory of Health 
Professions” booklet. This booklet was developed by the PEI Health Sector Council and Jeannita 
had mentioned it to members in December 2007. 

10. Next meeting 

Although there is a June 10th meeting on the Network’s meeting calendar, it was indicated that the next 
meeting could be postponed until the fall. Members will receive an e-mail to confirm or cancel this 
meeting over the next few weeks. 

11. Adjournment 

GARTH MOTIONED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING. MARIA SECONDED THE MOTION. 
- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 
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