
 
18th Meeting of the PEIFLHSN 
      June 16, 2008, 5:30 p.m. 

   Centre Belle-Alliance, Summerside 
 

Minutes 
 
Government members in attendance: 
 Jules Aucoin, delegate from the Social Programs and Seniors Division 
 Donald DesRoches (Co-chair), delegate from the Acadian and Francophone Affairs Division  
 Josette Losier, delegate from the Child and Family Services Division  
 John Martin, delegate from the Community Hospitals and Continuing Care Division  
 Garth Waite, delegate from the Corporate Services Division 
Community members in attendance: 
 Lucie Arsenault, health professionals representative 
 Maria Bernard, seniors’ representative  
 Eileen Doucette, health professionals’ representative 
 Nicole Drouin, parents and early childhood representative 
 Johanne Irwin, health professionals’ representative   
 Karen Langevin, women’s representative 
 Kristin O’Halloran, youth representative 
Regrets: 
 Jeannita Bernard, delegate from the Acadian Communities Advisory Committee 
 Claude Blaquière (Co-chair), delegate from the Société éducative de l’Î.-P.-É. 
 Cynthia Bryanton, delegate from Acute Care Hospitals Division 
 Mark Spidel, delegate from the Primary Health Care Division  
 Lizanne Thorne, delegate from the Société Saint-Thomas-d’Aquin  
Guests: 
 Billie-Jean Flynn, Program Analyst, Corporate Relations & Evaluation, Department of Health 
 Karen McCaffrey, Program Analyst, Corporate Relations & Evaluation, Department of Health 
 
Employee: 
 Caroline Currie, Acting Network Coordinator 
 

1. Welcome 

Donald welcomed Network members and introduced our guests Billie-Jean Flynn and Karen McCaffrey 
who will be facilitating the discussion session on the agenda.  

2. Meal 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

Karen asked that an item be added regarding the women’s target group representation.  

JOHANNE MOTIONED THAT THE AGENDA BE ACCEPTED AS MODIFIED. LUCIE SECONDED 
THE MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

Page 1 of 3 



4. Members’ presentations 

Nicole Drouin, community member, gave a short presentation on La Fédération des parents de l’Î.-P.-É., 
of which she was executive director until recently. Nicole described the mission and works of the 
Association and highlighted its significant success in increasing the number of French-speaking certified 
early childhood educators. 

5. Adoption of the minutes  

No changes were brought to the minutes of April 22, 2008.  

GARTH MOTIONED TO ADOPT THE APRIL 22, 2008 MINUTES AS IS. KAREN SECONDED THE 
MOTION. 

- ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

6. Business arising from the minutes 

Atlantic Retreat on the Determinants of Health 
Karen reminded members that this retreat, hosted by the Atlantic French health networks, was held in 
Moncton on April 30th. Karen, Caroline and Claude participated in the retreat on behalf of the Network. 
The Public Health Agency of Canada, Atlantic region, funded the event and Caroline indicated that 
representatives of the Agency expressed their pleasure with the way the retreat was organized and 
conducted. The Networks hope to receive additional funding in order to follow-up on the results of the 
discussion sessions held during the retreat. 

Karen said that she met a representative of Statistics Canada at the event, Soheil Chennouf, a 
statistician who works out of the University of Moncton, He and Karen discussed the possibility of him 
coming to the Island to talk about tools and data available from Statistics Canada on the status of 
health of the Island Acadian & Francophone community. Donald confirmed that the Executive 
Committee has asked Caroline to formally invite M. Chennouf to the Network’s next meeting in 
September. Members discussed challenges related to data collection and small sample sizes, and the 
importance of addressing the issue based on the unique reality of the Island population, rather than 
simply focusing on a long-term wide-ranging national approach. 

Update: PEIFLHSN Human Resources; 2 competitions 
Garth reminded members that three competitions (two internally in the provincial public service, and 
one open to the public) have been held in order to fill the vacant position of French Language Services 
Analyst/Network Coordinator. These competitions have been unsuccessful in filling the position and it 
will now have to be re-advertised. Garth re-iterated his commitment to staffing the position as soon as 
possible. 

Donald informed members that Caroline confirmed her date of departure from the Network as July 16th. 
The competition for her position of Projects Manager closed this afternoon. Interviews will be held 
shortly and members will be informed of the outcome. 

7. New Business 

Federal Action Plan on Official Languages 

Donald reminded members of the current situation for the Network and Francophone organizations 
across the country since the Federal Action Plan on Official Languages expired on March 31st of this 
year. It is clear that a new plan has been developed, however it is unclear what will be the parameters of 
the new plan. There are rampant rumours about when the Federal Government will be releasing their 
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new plan – the latest rumour being that it will be released this week. The Network is following 
developments and will keep members informed of the impact of the new action plan. 

9. Other 

Representation for the women’s target group 

Karen regretfully informed members that she is resigning from her position as women’s representative 
on the Network because she has accepted a program delivery position with the Public Health Agency of 
Canada and would be in a position of conflict of interest if she continued to sit on the Network. 

The position will remain vacant until the community representative elections to be held at the SSTA’s 
AGM during the last weekend of September. 

Donald reminded members that Claude will also be leaving the Network in the fall and that a 
community member will be needed to fill his role as Community Co-chair. Members were encouraged to 
think about their interest in this position. 

10. Next Meeting 

Members are asked to note that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 23rd. Caroline will 
send members a copy of the 2008-2009 meeting calendar in the next few weeks.  

8. Facilitated Discussion 

Members participated in a facilitated discussion on the role and related implications for the Network in 
relation to health promotion and disease prevention. Billie-Jean Flynn and Karen McCaffrey led the 
facilitated discussion session. – See separate summary of the session for more details –  

11. Adjournment 
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